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REFERENCE STATE 008555 

1 . GOIC FOREIGN MINISTER USHER WAS INTERVIEWED BY PRESS AT 
ABIDJAN AIRPORT JANUARY 19 ON HIS RETURN (FOLLOWING EUROPEAN 
STOPOVER) FROM OAU SUMMIT AT ADDIS ABABA. FOLLOWING IS 
SUMMARY OF HIS REMARKS. 

2. CHARACTERIZING THE OAU SUMMIT AS A FAILURE. USHER SAID 
THAT ONLY THE AFRICAN CHIEFS OF STATE COULD NOW FIND A 
SOLUTION TO THE ANGOLA PROBLEM "SINCE THEIR FOREIGN 
MINISTERS HAD FAILED". 

3. USHER SAID THERE WERE TWO FACTIONS AT ADDIS, ONE WANTING 
A CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES AND AN AFRICAN SOLUTION TO THE 
ANGOLA PROBLEM, AND THE OTHER CALLING ONLY FOR HE WITHDRAWAL 
OF SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS. THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES 
HAD PROVED IRRECONCILABLE. NEVERTHELESS USHER SAID HE THOUGHT 
THE OAU HAD SURVIVED THE CRISIS AND THAT THE SCHISM BETWEEN 
THE TWO FACTIONS WOULD PROVE A PASSING PHENOMENON. HE 
REJECTED THE CHARACTERIZATION OF THE TWO OAU FACTIONS AS 
"PROGRESSIVE" AND " MODERATE", SAYING HE WOULD DESCRIBE THEM 
AS "MARIST-LENINIST" VERSUS "PRAGMATIST", WITH IVORY COAST 

IN THE SECOND CATEGORY. 

3. JANUARY 20 ISSUE OF FRATERNITE MATIN WHICH CARRIED 
SUMMARY OF USHER S REMARKS ALSO CITED "A GOOD SOURCE" 

IN LUSAKA TO EFFECT THAT A SECRET INITIATIVE IS BEING 
UNDERTAKEN BY SEVERAL AFRICAN STATES CALLING FOR A 
RECONCILIATION OF UNITA WITH MPLA (BUT EXCLUDING FNLA). COOKE 
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